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Poetry tea: on Su Shi's aesthetic of the "'JI River tea

Ku, Jou-Li

General Education Center, ROC Military Academy

Abstract

The successive-generation critics of the classical poetry has given the poem a lot of
praises, such as Yang Wanli, a critic in Song Dynasty, remarked in Random Notes, "in eight
sentences and each with seven words, the whole poem displays fantastic ideas almost in every
line"; Wang Shihan, a critic in Qing Dynasty, argued in Su Shi Selected Notes Volume Six
that "the poem is felt comfortable but compact, separated yet united, as if wind surge and
cloud drift"; and another critic, Ji Yun in Comments on Su’s Poetry held that "delicacy of the
poem is originated from a free and easy-going disposition; however, delicacy is easily to give
rise of stagnation, that is the reason why it is difficult to maintain a sit-back-and-relax manner.”

The contemporary scholars work on odes to tea poetry in Song Dynasty, including
“Jijiang Fried Tea”, as research topics and achieve some valuable contribution and reference.
However, all studies leave out the close relationship between the aesthetic life of Su Shi and
tea poetry, in-depth discussion of Su Shi’s perspective—The Way of Tea is the aesthetic taste
and lifestyle.

All studies have not dwelled on how Su Shi tried to find and experience beauty in the
difficult environment of Dan Zhou, and integrate the Way of Tea into the Confucianism and
Buddhism thought with his own life as a poem to paint a picture of fried tea. In this paper, the
aesthetic connotation of "Jijiang Fried Tea" and the concept of "taste against the grain” are
used to describe the characteristics of the beauty of blessing, that is, Su Shi, calmly facing all
things, feels our life force given by the Nature. Readers of late ages should learn the wisdom
of Su Shi's life, and we have to live a wonderful and meaningful lives, no matter our life be in
the mountain tops or deep valleys.

Key words: Su Shi, Jijiang Fried Tea, Confucianism and Buddhism
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