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National Image and Public Diplomacy:
Analyzing the Establishment of China’s
New National Image

Kuo-Ping Chuang
Doctoral Candidate
Department of Political Science
Chinese Culture University

Abstract

During the cold war, the issues of national security were more emphasized than national image.
After the cold war and the coming of globalization, national image has been a focus point gradually and
China has regarded it as key elements of its security development. In the early 21% century, the reasons
why China stresses on the reconstruction of national image are to break away from the negative images
such as China’s threat, trample on human rights, and irresponsible great power since 1990. The way
China establishes new national image is to adopt public diplomacy instead of traditional interaction
between governments. Basically, public diplomacy means the government predominates and adopts
approaches of soft power such as media, the internet, movies and culture towards other countries’
people to really acknowledge its original meaning of this country, and to reverse bad impressions
which could be caused by misunderstanding before. Through recently some surveys of national image
ranking in the world, we find that China in positive image ranking is rising progressively. In other
words, Chins has preliminary achievements of reconstruction of national image by means of public
diplomacy.

Keywords: Public Diplomacy, National Image, China’s Threat, Confucius
Institute
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