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1.Introduction
On August 23rd, 1958, Mainland China suddenly initiated a massive attack of cannons to our islands of Kingmen and Matzu, starting the astonishing "Cannon Battle of August 23rd". During this campaign, The Naval Battle of September 2nd was the brave action that our Navy had risked their lives to accomplish their missions under the fire of Mainland China. This was one tremendous historical event.
In the dawn of the 50 years anniversary of The Naval Battle of September 2nd, how many people have realized that the peace we share here in Taiwan is due to many heroes who had sacrificed themselves in the honor of patriotism and responsibility? How many people have realized that The Naval Battle of September 2nd in 1958 is the keystone to our victory in controlling Taiwan Strait? During The Naval Battle of September 2nd, the soldiers on Tung-Jiang ship not only fought bravely, they also showed the determination of "never give up, never surrender". They fought determinedly against the enemy and defeat the mass enemy with limited forces, and crushed China's goal of taking over Taiwan. They had totally lived up to the spirit of honor and justice of Navy. Look back to the history; although this event has gone into our memories, the spirit of The Naval Battle of September 2nd is still a proud tradition of Navy's spirit of anchor and chain. This spirit of Taiwan Strait not only refreshes over time, but also works as a means for our people to fight against China's threat.
2.Introduction on Taiwan Strait
Kingmen was named in Ming Dynasty.Its location sets perfectly in looking back China and guarding Taiwan and Penghu islands. Thus, its name suggests it as a golden gate that can defend the ocean1. Kingmen is a general term for calling the Kingmen islands. There are thirteen different islands that constitute Kingmen, taking over 150.456 square kilometers. Kingmen stands in the Ming sea, surrounded by the ocean, is originally named Wu-chou. Its shape is long and narrow with a wider side in east and west. It takes 20 kilometers to walk from east to west. The far end of south and north lies in east, and the length is 15 kilometers. The narrowest spot is in the middle for only 3 kilometers, making it looks like a gold brick. The islands are scattered around, like stars and the moon, on one-eighteen degrees twenty four minutes east longitude, two-four degrees twenty seven minutes north latitude2.
3.The Second Crisis of Taiwan Strait3
In 1958, the cannon battle of August 23rd is the last large campaign between China and Taiwan. The whole campaign has a complicated historical background. It is not only a domestic war within China, but also a war between Soviet and American power, communism and democracy. I will base upon such circumstances to illustrate the background of the second crisis of Ta iwan Strait.
A.The international situation
On July 14th, 1958, there was a political mutiny in Iraq. On July 15th, the U.S. and British government both sent the troops into mid-east and set up in Lebanon. On 16th, U.S. air force landed in Turkey. On 17th, British air force landed in Jordan. The stakes at mid-east had reached the highest state, especially that the U.S. intervention of Lebanon's politics brought great threat to China. This is because every time America intervenes with mid-east was under the period that circumstances were not bright for China. Thus, the leaders in China believed that the series of events could be another version of America's invasion. So, when America intervened with the affairs in mid-east, Mao believed that the situations in Taiwan Strait and other parts of Asia are not merely a confrontation of ideology. He believed that it was a way that America tried to use to stop communism. Thus, a month before America landed on Beirut, China had already warned America not to send troops into mid-east. China even announced the declaration of "People's Republic of China against U.S.A.'s military invasion of Lebanon". Yet, it was ignored by the U.S. government. Thus, China decided to use the chaos in mid-east to distract the deployment of U.S. in mid-east. It resulted in China's policy of bombing Kingmen, also known as the second crisis of Taiwan Strait4.
B.The domestic situation
On July 31st, 1958,the primary military force of China suddenly moved south. China's in-land transportation spent days and nights helped supporting the military transfer. China's eastern ocean fleet also moved to around Chou-shan, port Sha-chang, and Sun-dou. The southern ocean fleet also moved to Tung-sun islands. Right across Kingmen, there were hundreds of China's ships gathering, and inside the port of Shia-men there were three hundred more ships. 836 air crafts of China were deployed away from Taiwan about 250 miles. When Taiwan received the intelligence, the leader commanded that all armies to stay full alert, and also announced the rules of engagement in Kingmen and Matsui. They were ready to backup the combat in Kingmen. Our armies requested U.S. to publicly announce that they are willing to defend the outer rims of Taiwan before the bombing happened, in order to stop the military actions of China. Yet, America still wouldn't make clear of its attitude towards such event5. Until the President Eisenhower received the report that Kingmen and Matsui might be attacked by China, U.S. started to send in air crafts to Taiwan and deployed B-52 bombers in Guam to stay alert and be ready to bomb China's near-coast airports and military structures. In the meantime, they also sent in air crafts carriers fleet to patrol Taiwan Strait, and delivered F-86 fighters to our army. The above actions made China feel that America and Republic of China was ready for military confrontation. Thus, they speeded up their preparation of war6.
C.The Beginning of the Bombing on August 23rd
At 6:30 pm, August 23rd, 1958, the situation of Taiwan Strait had changed drastically. China began a series of massive bombing, and the Bombing of August 23rd that shocked the world thus began. China initiated the first wave of bombing, it lasted till the midnight. On that single day, more than 50,000 shells had been fired. China's purpose was to block Kingmen from air and water, and cut off all its supports. Then, our soldiers in Kingmen will be without resources when the China troops arrived. Since China tried to block our ocean and beaches, the primary mission of our Navy is to secure the control over the strait, and make sure that the traffic in the st trait is working safely. Only by continuing the support through the ocean can Kingmen stand for the attack, and stabilize Taiwan Strait and keep Taiwan, Penghu, Kingmen,and Matsui safe7 .On the other hand, China tried to attack our transportation ships over water in order to cut off our aids to Kingmen. In this fierce naval campaign, both sides engaged many times over waters, and The Naval Battle of September 2nd was the most violent of all.
The Naval Battle of September 2nd was a battle that became so memorable since our soldiers defeated China's massive army with limited forces. Also , it was the key to defending Kingmen, keeping the supports to Kingmen and later on winning the final victory.
4.The Beginning and the End of the Naval Battle of September 2nd
During the time of the campaign of August 23rd, our soldiers achieved a great accomplishment in The Naval Battle of September 2nd with fearless spirit. Reviewing September 1st, 1958, the six two special force south patrol ships, Tung-jiang ship, Wei-yuan ship, and Liu-jiang ship received the order to protect an American ship (carrying local and international journalists and hundreds of soldiers on vacation back to Kingmen) sailing to Kingmen. Tung-jiang ship was also transporting important documents, equipments and the missions of American military consultants8.
On September 2nd, while Wei-yuan ship and Liu-jiang ship were covering the American ship to do the missions, they were suddenly attacked by two groups of China's speed boats. Tung-jiang ship received the order to protect the fellow ship, and Wei-yuan, Liu-jiang ship were given the order to return fire. China's ships fired several torpedoes, but didn't cause any damage to our ships. Each ship was limited to its view and acts of avoidance, thus, they tried to take on the speed boats by their own. The China speed boats charged rapidly and used machine guns to fire widely. Both sides approached at a hundred yards and the combat became more violent. During such combat, Wei-yuan ship was hit, but no serious damage was caused. It fired fiercely back at China's boats and caused 5 boats down. China's speed boats lost their formation and quick passed through our ships from aside. Later on, Wei-yuan and Liu-jiang ship helped covering for evacuation, and made it safely to Penghu. In this battle, 1 ranking officer was killed, 6 men were wounded, 10 soldiers were killed and 19 were wounded. Even though it was a success, but the price was high as well9.
In this battle, China speed boats noticed that Tung-jiang ship was alone so they charged it with full capacity. Tung-jiang ship was hit in the second chamber and the main chamber, the second chamber began to flood in water, and the right engine was down. Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Chi Yi-tong got hit in the wrist and face by bullet shells but still stand on his post and tried all he can to repair the damage, and kept the ship moving. Chief Petty Officer Chu Wei-yu was injured in his back, but still ordered the men to repair the flooding holes until the water reached their neck. Seamen Chen Chia-fu got hit by the bomb in his leg and fell to the ground. After knowing that the chamber was hit, he crawled on the deck to help sending wood boards to stop the flooding holes regardless of his own wounds.
At 0103 hour, 4 more large China battleships were detected. They were approaching our ships from 3400 yards. Tung-Jiang Ship engaged the enemy with full speed, attacked and sunk one of the enemy's ships, but also took several hits. During the engagement, petty officer 1st class Chang Hai-ming, petty officer 3rd class Chiou Yi-ming, and Seaman Wen Cheng-lai were severely injured. Lieutenant Yuan Bing-ruei took over the command deck immediately, and ordered to rescue the injuries. Then, the bridge was hit several times. Petty officer 1st class Chu Jung, petty officer 2nd class Chang Ching, and seaman Lin Hsi-chin were killed. Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Pan Wei-chieh, Ensign Tung Yo-chi, seaman Lee Chih-shen were injured. The staff that were safe around the bridge were Captain Liu Yi-tsuan, Ensign Wu Jui-chang, and petty officer 2nd class Kim Chuan-shan. During the fierce battle, Seaman Chang Yu-tsai, Seaman apprentice Tsai Tong-fu, and Seaman Chen Chih-chiang were killed, Seaman Hsu Chiung-huang immediately took over their duty, but was injured as well. At this point, the casualties on the ship were serious. Medic lieutenant (Junior Grade) Chen Ke-jung was treating the wounded men in officer's hall, unfortunately, a bomb dropped through the sofa and landed beneath the dining table and exploded. His legs and stomach were severely injured by the explosion, but he still continued to coordinate the medics to rescue other wounded soldiers. He noticed that the medics didn't take care of the wounded properly, thus, he continued to help treating the wounded. While he was taking care of the third casualty, the medics noticed that the lieutenant did not seem well. The medics tried to stop him from working but were rejec ted. Lieutenant Chen continued to treat the casualties, and was bleed to death. The troops on Tung-Jiang Ship showed great valor. The gunners were shot done time after time, and others took over their places immediately. This spirit of sacrificing is the best representation of the spirit of huang-pu. Like the medic Lieutenant (Junior Grade) Chen Ke-jung, when he was focusing on saving others in the hall, a bomb dropped right around and exploded, causing him severe injuries. Yet, he still managed to coordinate the rescue and struggled for an hour and passed away. He sacrificed his life in honor at the age of twenty-eight. Even when he was almost passed away, he spoke to the other medics, "tell them that the bandage with the Red Cross on the side should be wrapped within, don't mistake it." Chief Petty Officer Chu Wei-ju was wounded and still used his body to block the hole on the ship, and continued to order other crews to seal the holes.
Tung-Jiang Ship had sunk five enemy ships, severely damaged two of them, and accomplished a great success. It was awarded the honorable tiger flag. In this campaign, our navy has sunk in total three torpedo ships, eight large cannon ships, and damaged two regular cannon ships. This is the greatest victory in our navy history. This battle demonstrates that even surrounded by China fleets, our troops are able to devote themselves in the combat and engage the enemy with fearless and determined spirits10. Also, in spite of being surrounded, they were able to help the American carriers to evacuate from the battle. This spirit is still what maintains the navy's anchor and chain spirit11.
The victory of The Naval Battle of September 2nd, is a crucial battle for the navy. It represents how navy defeats the massive enemy with limited force, and with great cooperation and determination that result in a tremendous victory. Our navy troops showed their courage while facing China's torpedo ships and incoming fire. Tung-Jiang ship's courageous fighting spirit and the officer's bravery have constituted the spirit of Taiwan Strait, and is also the role model for the entire army. While we are now living in peace, we should recognize the efforts and sacrifice that those brave soldiers made in the battle. They had demonstrated their efforts in training and their wills to defend our country, and their courage on the ocean battlefield12.
5.The meaning of The Naval Battle of September 2nd
The Naval Battle of September 2nd not only concerns the existence of our country, but also concerns the value of democracy against communism and tyranny. At that time, our nation and people are all binding together in facing the scheme of China13. Our troop fought bravely and achieved the final victory. Not only did they save our country, they also secured the peace of Taiwan Strait. They have shown the spirit of surviving in harsh circumstances and fighting the enemy with all in and nothing holding back. This is what keeps us alive. During the campaign, the spirit of the soldiers fighting bravely and all people cooperating together took a place in the national and worldwide military history. This honorable history fact not only proved the traditional navy spirit of loyalty and justice, also ensured the peace of Taiwan Strait for half a century. Moreover, it stopped the communism from spreading, and al lowed the spirit of freedom and democracy spreading through East Asia14.In this sense, the victory of this campaign is not only a victory for our country, but also a victory in securing the pacific islands.
During the Naval Battle of September 2nd, our soldiers believed in the principles of conquering the enemy, and trained with the attitude of studying the enemy carefully. Thus, when the battle began, they were not afraid of China's massive attack. They had the determination of fighting until the last breathe, and held on to the tradition of fighting mass enemy with fewer forces. Therefore, they are able to create the advantage and conditions to win the battle15. In the ocean campaign, our soldiers had devoted their training results and fighting will to force the China fleet fled out of the combat. Our Tung-Jiang Ship, while being surrounded by China fleet, with the crew around 80 people, fought bravely with no holding back. Under such spirit and determination, they won the final victory. This is the crucial element of anchor and chain spirit.
The magnitude of The Naval Battle of September 2nd was incredible. Also, its victory was positive for the later development of Taiwan Strait after the campaign of August 23rd. It demonstrates the determination of our soldiers' will to defend our country, and also changes the international opinion on our will of fighting against the enemy. Moreover, it makes China think twice of the effect that they choose to invade Taiwan with force. In this campaign, our soldiers' firm will in keeping the existence of Republic of China not only stabilize the circumstances in Asia, but also blocked the invasion of China at the Taiwan Strait.Since China was unable to pass freely through Pacific Ocean,it sets the pre mise of Taiwan's later development bo th in political and financial fields16.
6.The inspiration of total national defense from The Naval Battle of September 2nd
In the memory of The Naval Battle of September 2nd, besides appreciating the loyalty that our soldiers possess for our country, we should show our support for them. We should also recognize that the will of surviving and defending invasion can form a firm force that is capable of defeating China's military strikes. Thus, if our people and soldiers can work together, we can defeat the mass enemy with limited forces17. This explains that the strength of mental capabilities is often the key to the victory of the battle18. In other words, another great element of the victory of The Naval Battle of September 2nd is the sense of National Defense. Thus, The Naval Battle of September 2nd should inspire our soldiers to follow the listed recognition：
A.As to the soldiers
a.to nurture the spirit of sacrifice
The soldiers must possess the moral courage to be ready to sacrifice for their country and people, and are able to stay firm in the faith and duty to defend their country. Thus, the spirit of sacrifice comes from our own conscience and mind, and reflects to our exterior behavior to practice justice and honor19. In the daily training sessions, our soldiers should grant the attitude of bravely facing challenges and eager to take responsibilities, and focus on their training in order to prepare to sacrifice for their country. Thus, once China invades Taiwan and under dangerous circumstances, our solders can fearlessly fight against the enemy to ensure the existence of our country and our people's safety20.
b.to bring the spirit of cooperation
The modern war emphasizes the importance of coordinating the three armies in joining combat. Only by working together is there a chance to succeed. Thus, the spirit of cooperation is to establish the emotion in which the soldiers would cooperate and watch out for each other and fight for the same goal. Every soldier should have the view of cooperating and strengthen such spirit in order to concentrate their mentality and strength in their combat training. Thus, it would allow the soldiers to work together smoothly and strengthen the will to fight against the enemy in order to stop the threat of China.
c.to show the spirit of responsibility
Being responsible is the spirit to know the honor and shame and to be responsible for one self, and also to be responsible for the country and the history. One should be loyal to his country and care for his people. As to the duty, one should carry it out with fast, simple and honest attitude, and always carry out the orders properly. Never quit before achieving success. Our soldiers should demonstrate their capabilities of doing their jobs and responsibilities. This concerns every single soldier. In this way, the troop can act efficiently under the command of officers. Thus, it will be effective in war in defending our country and people from China's invasion.
B.As to our people
Modern national defense concerns every single citizen and every family. In order to keep our families safe, we need to gather every member and work together. The whole national defense requires our full support. It is also important to recognize that war would happen in a blink, thus, at normal time we should always prepare to：
a.Strengthen mental force, raise the will to fight
In 1939, our government announced the act of national movement in spirit. The target is to put our country, our people in the first place; focus our will, and our forces; military and victory come first. This is known later on as the act of new lives. By using mental strategy to support military strategy, and allowing people to recognize the threat in order to work together and defend the invasion. Showing the common will of soldiers and civilians is an important element in keeping a nation; meanwhile, it can strengthen the mental forces, raise the will to defend against the enemy, and make the country unite in an efficient way. Finally, allow us to turn the tide and win the final victory21.
Looking back to the history of the Naval Battle of September 2nd, we have to realize that the actualization of the national defense force is the actualization of our national power. Thus, to have the mental state of preparing to fight is the only faith of pursuing the survival of our country and our people. And, through different methods, we should try to combine national defense with daily lives in order to make the idea of national security fit into people's daily lives. In addition, people will support our national defense, strengthen our troops, and help defend our country.
b.Support National Defense, elevating self-defense
The Naval Battle of September 2nd is the actualization of our people's total defense will, and also the actualization of the idea of National Defense. As we face the dangerous circumstances throughout the world and as China begins to modernize its national defense, especially with its massive, technological and further navy, their military force has improved drastically; our ocean rights and control over Taiwan Strait face serious stress. Under such harsh situation, the reason we won the victory is because we are able to mobilize our entire country effectively to fight a total war. This history proves the importance and trend of National Defense. Facing the threat of China's military force, we should realize that only by firm national defense and strong will of our people can we stop the enemy. The battle to protect Taiwan Strait could not rely on others' aid, and could not rely on China's "good will". Only by reinforcing our own power of defense, and let the world know that we are here to fight, can our national security be ensured.
c.Understand the spirit of September 2nd, actualize National Defense
China's military threat does not retreat with the interactions we have with China; moreover, they advance from oral threat to real actions. Now the circumstances might not be entirely the same as in The Naval Battle of September 2nd, but the threat we face is no less. Thus, in order to win the battle in protecting Taiwan Strait, we have to construct proper National Defense system, and land the idea of National Defense in every citizen's mind. Also, we need to actualize all relative national defense constructions. Only by doing so, can we gather the common concepts of every person in our country and set up the sense of building National Defense and actualize it. We should be careful not to forget we are facing a serous threat, and should always be prepared to face it. Then, we would be able to protect ourselves, and stop the enemy from invading.
Looking at all the countries in the world, the ones that face more threats and wars are the ones that focus and actualize the concept of National Defense. They would build up firm national defense force that can stop the enemy and ensure their national security. This is what the history has taught us constantly: peace will not come in cheap. The way to stop and avoid a war is to be prepared for war. Only then can we ensure a long and sustaining happiness.
7. Conclusion
It happens to be the 50th anniversary of The Naval Battle of September 2nd, besides memorizing the serious battle that our soldiers fought to defend our country, the results that our armies achieved in formalizing, modernizing, professionalizing national defense are incredible. We should also achieve the preparation of fighting for the survival of Republic of China, and fighting for the people of Republic of China. We should secure the determination and will of our soldiers and devote them into combat training, and combine the physical and mental capabilities together in order to use them effectively. This would be the reason for stopping China from any move.
Look into the future, the battle of protecting Taiwan Strait has the quality of all the islands in one situation. Once the war begins, there is no difference between the front line and behind. Thus, we have to set up the concept of uniting all people, using the force of military and citizens together to protect our homeland. National Defense is not just a slogan. It is an actualization of total national power. It is even the concept of our national defense construction and military strategies. Since China would not give up invading Taiwan, besides physical national defense constructions, Taiwan needs to have the view of focusing the will and force. Our people and soldiers should have the sense of living in peace but thinking of danger, and regain the will that we have during The Naval Battle of September 2nd. We should strengthen our sense of National Defense and support our national defense, also speed up the preparation in building the army. In the premise of soldiers and citizens working together, we can actualize the military idea of "stop effectively, defend firmly" in order to disable the attempt of China's invasion, and ensure Taiwan's safety.
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