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An ldeal Guardian:
A Comparative Study of Plato and Hsuntze

Chin-Riu Chang
Center for General Education, National Defense University
Abstract
“Our guardians are both warriors and philosophers who can guard the laws and institutions,”

wrote Plato in The Republic. Hsuntze, A Chinese Philosopher, has also depicted numerous issues of
guardians in The Works of Hsuntze.

My concern in this paper is to present the similarities and differences between both of them.

The similarities:

1.Morality is necessary and good not only to the individual but to the state.

2.0ne should “do what he should do and take what belong to him” in accordance with his nature,
occupation, and role.

3.Emphasize the functions of music in character education.

4.Examine educational materials so as to prohibit the unsuitable.

The differences:

1.Plato knows well the field and process of military education while Hsuntze just gives some
principal examples.

2.Plato expounds the characteristics and qualifications of the guardian. Hsuntze pays more
attention to the military professionalism, ethics, and discipline.

3.Plato contends that the guardians should practice the community of property and families. And

Hsuntze emphasizes the importance of rich salaries and kind treatment.

Key words: Guardian, Plato, Hsuntze, Military Ethics, Virtue Education.
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