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An Introduction to the Disciplinary Procedures of the German

Military Courts

Lien, Meng-Chi

Abstract

After the revision of the Military Trial Act in 2013, crimes committed
by military personnel during peacetime are now prosecuted and tried by
ordinary criminal courts in accordance with the Code of Criminal Procedure
in Taiwan. The common criticisms of ordinary criminal court procedures, such
as excessively long trial processes and overly lenient sentencing, pose greater
risks in cases involving military personnel, as they jeopardize the maintenance
of military discipline and may even impact national security. The need for
swiftly maintaining military discipline is difficult to achieve through criminal
procedure. Reference to German law shows that maintaining military discipline
is primarily achieved through military disciplinary procedures.

The design of the disciplinary procedures in the German Military Courts
is similar to that of criminal procedures, ensuring due process by protecting the

rights of the accused military personnel, such as the right to access files, the right



