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The System and Development of French Military Justice

Tsai, Yi-Chung

Abstract

Since the reform of the French Code of Military Justice in 1982, more
than forty years have passed. The 1982 amendment abolished the permanent
military courts in peacetime, thereby steering military trial procedures toward
normalization. The French system of military justice distinguishes between
peacetime and wartime, applying different judicial bodies and procedures
depending on the situation—a distinction similar to the current system in Taiwan.
The difference, however, lies in the wartime military justice system: in France,
military judges with a military background participate in the adjudication. Given
their professional experience, such judges can better understand the operations of
deployed forces abroad, the wartime context, and the needs of military discipline,
thereby enhancing the professionalism and appropriateness of judgments—an
approach worth Taiwan’s consideration. In peacetime, under the current French
system, the adjudication of military cases is conducted on the basis of the Code
of Criminal Procedure, handled by special chambers within ordinary courts. At
present, there are nine ordinary courts with dedicated jurisdiction over military
matters. Among them, the Paris court has broader authority, being responsible
for cases involving unlawful acts committed abroad or during overseas military

operations.




