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APPENDIX A

Basic Formations, Movement Techniques,
and Hand-and-Arm Signals

The platoon uses a variety of mounted and dismounted formations and movement
techniques to maneuver on the battlefield. This appendix gives examples of many
of the basic formations, movement techniques, and hand-and-arm signals the pla-
toon leader could use. It is not designed to be all encompassing. For more informa-
tion on these topics, see FMs 7-8 5-34, and 71-1

MOUNTED MOVEMENT TECHNIQUES

The mounted engineer platoon must be proficient in moving with its maneuver
counterpart. In the following paragraphs, formations, movement techniques, and
actions taken during for the d platoon are di d

i
WEDGE

The engineer platoon almost always maneuvers as part of another larger forma-
tion. Normally. this will either be the parent engineer company or a maneuver
company/team. Figure A-1, page A-Z, shows the formation that the platoon is most
likely to use. The platoon wedge provides the most defensible formation with the
easiest C2. Ordinarily, the platoon follows a maneuver platoon if task-organized to

FM 5-10

NIGHT

Stop or stop engines

a maneuver company/team. The platoon might lead if it is part of the engi
company formation. In either case. the wedge is the best formation to use if enemy
contact is likely.

The platoon frequently receives assets from the assault and obstacle (A&0) pla-
toon. These could include the AVLE, CEV, or armored vehicle-launched mine-
clearing line charge (AVLM). These additional vehicles can strain the C? capabil-
ity of the platoon. Figure A-Z page A-2. shows the technique of "tethering”. The
AVLE, CEV, and AVLM are tethered to individual engineer squads. Each squad
leader has the responsibility of commanding and contrelling an A&O platoon asset.
This improves the C° of the platoon and provides each A&Q asset with a security
element as it moves across the battlefield.

Figure A-3. page A-3. shows a simple wedge formation. Note where the key leaders
in the platoon are. The wedge formation uses the wingman concept. The platoon
sergeant and leader are both in APCs and each has a wingman. This technique

Start engine or prepare to mave

Figure A-14. Hand-and-arm signals

Basic Formations, and Hand-and-Arm Signals A-1
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