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the "One-Year Active Service'': Analyzing Policy
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Abstract

The research focuses on the evolution of Taiwan's military service system, using Kingdon's
Policy Window Theory as an analytical framework to explore how the problem stream, policy
stream, and political stream influence current policy during the transition from the "Four-
month Military Training" system to the "One-year Active Service" system. It also examines
the development of policies after the convergence of these multiple streams.

After Russia invaded Ukraine, a survey indicated that nearly 60% of Taiwanese citizens
were concerned about the possibility of a security crisis involving an invasion by the People's
Republic of China (PRC). Since August 2022, the Chinese People's Liberation Army (PLA) has
conducted multiple joint sea and air exercises around Taiwan, with some units even crossing
the median line of the Taiwan Strait. These actions have heightened public concern in Taiwan
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regarding military threats from China.

To respond to the threat posed by Beijing's growing military capabilities, Taiwan should
adjust its national defense policy in line with current conditions and threat assessments. This
includes effectively strengthening troop combat readiness, increasing the cost and risk of
military aggression for adversaries, deterring the use of force against Taiwan, achieving the
strategic goal of "Resolute Defense and Multi-domain Deterrence," and safeguarding national
security.

Keywords: Military Training service, conscript, Active Service, Policy Change, National
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