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Abstract

Since Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi took office in 2014, he has sought to establish
India's dominance in the Indian Ocean and counter the People's Republic of China (PRC)
President Xi Jinping's "Belt and Road Initiative" (BRI) and Maritime Power Strategy, both
launched in 2013. In addition to strengthening India's naval capabilities and deploying military
forces at key chokepoints and strategic waters in the Indian Ocean, Modi has aligned India's
policies with the Indo-Pacific Strategy proposed by U.S. President Donald Trump in 2017. By
enhancing technological cooperation and intelligence sharing with U.S. allies, India aims to
improve joint maritime security operations and counter the PRC's expansion and influence in
the Indian Ocean. In recent years, the PRC has increased its military presence and resources
in the Indian Ocean to secure trade routes and overseas economic interests, supporting various
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operations abroad that have become a strategic constraint for both India and the United States.

As U.S.-China strategic competition intensifies and the Sino-Indian border dispute remains

unresolved, the likelihood of low-intensity conflicts and confrontations in the Indian Ocean has

increased. This study aims to explore the dynamics of maritime power competition between

India and China in the Indian Ocean region and analyze how each side's military deployments,

strategic cooperation, and policy trends impact regional security. The research methodology

includes literature analysis and strategic assessment, incorporating official documents, expert

commentary, and military data to provide a comprehensive overview and evaluation.

Keywords: India-China Competition, Indian Ocean, Maritime Strategy to Contain Land,

Belt and Road Initiative, Net Security Provider
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