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Abstract

This study analyzes publicly available data from three Taiwanese polling
organizations between 2016 and 2023 to explore the evolving trends and determinants
of the public’s will to resist in ROC. The research first traces the long-term trajectory
of public resistance sentiment, linking it to major events in U.S.-China-Taiwan relations,
and assesses how shifts in the external environment may have influenced public opinion.
This study also compares the effects of different questionnaire formats—specifically,
open-ended versus closed-ended questions—on the measurement of the will to resist.
The study finds that, despite escalating U.S.-China tensions and increasing instability
in the Taiwan Strait, the willingness of ROC citizens to resist aggression has
consistently remained between 60% and nearly 80%. Although CCP’s 2022 large-scale
military exercises caused a temporary decline in the public’s will to resist-from nearly
80% to slightly above 60%- but it rebounded rapidly. This suggests that while external
military threats may cause short-term fluctuations, their overall impact remains limited.
Moreover, survey design—particularly the use of open-ended versus closed-ended
questions—significantly affects measured levels of willingness to resist. Overall, as
CCP’s military threats have intensified, the Taiwanese public’s willingness to resist has
shown a steady upward trend, though this trend remains subject to variations based on
perceived external threats and methodology of the surveys. This study uses empirical
data to clarify the dynamic changes in the public’s will to resist, providing a valuable
reference for government decision-making, and offers important insights for shaping
future national defense policies and fostering nationwide defense awareness.
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