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The Focus and Impact of the Restructuring of the
“Information Support Force” during the Xi Jinping Era

Jin-Ping Chen* Yu-fang Wu ** Hung-Lin Liu***
Abstract

This study adopts the “Literature-based approach” to explore the strategic focus and
implications of the restructuring and formation of the “Information Support Force” during
the Xi Jinping era. First, during this era, the command and management relationship
between the Central Military Commission and the military branches was restructured,
making the “Information Support Force” a strategic branch directly led and commanded
by the Central Military Commission, which facilitates the implementation of integrated
joint operations. Second, with the goal of building a network-based information system,
the “three modernizations” are integrated into the “Information Support Force”,
enhancing its mechanization, informatization, and intelligentization capabilities, thereby
generating a multiplying effect on system-based operations. Third, C4ISR serves as the
core component of the “Information Support Force” development, manifested as weapons
and equipment for networked and electronic offense and defense throughout the entire
course of operations, thereby amplifying its strategic influence. Finally, the “Information
Support Force” will become a critical component of system-based operations, gradually
acquiring capabilities such as domain intelligence support, deep precision strikes, and
real-time command and control. This evolution will pose a significant threat to the use of
the “Electromagnetic Dominance” of the defense side. Therefore, the overall impact of
this force warrants serious attention and in-depth research.
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