*#kﬁléb"{?

ROC AIR FORCE

chiEE RIEl =IO S S 5 S O =

EE——NFRBTROEE
BESH -
BIEMIEN RIIEERRK

ISSN 1996-9973

9”7 96

Tk A { e peilE AN } ! [ AL PAY el B 719 997001H
‘qﬁ E-: 3 ; 1H & | ylis 2L B URD e GPN : 2002700002



"F’f 2 f% THE LEGRCY OF THE 20+5h
_. m L % FYING TIGERS
PR TR

fl?ﬁl:i@ﬁﬁ S TN 5 BRI RES | FERBNERT - Iuﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&&ﬁ?

REBEIRE - EEHAMERRRRER » T ERAMEREELBIFSOFRERNGE »
ABBERAER - SEERRINARS » RMFEREIKFERANE B30+ /\ 2R

b
¥ 4 FH10228f

EEPTAIRE  FEFtBRTEASHEE » EREMENNE - AREMEE—BESR

EERBIR ©
RIRGEH AT ETIR
sk : [BX#RIE

BEEEGBRTEMSRIER - SXE2ME -

% EFEHAE ) BZWFPROREITE Eal B e RARE » BERIE -

FEMIERITRRERR » EEER ) EROEE © th—lFELERE
W F o BLIEFRRc) AR EEHD
MAREBIERMP : [SIEHR » EFHEGHET o | BEEEEENFRE » BITROEHIT « IS —
BHENASE LS - HEMEE : TBARARRET !

Attacking in units of four, they would release their bombs armed with fusing set
to four- to five-second delay on the best angle they could. If the first four destroyed
the south end, the next four would go no farther south than necessary to hit the
remaining portion of the bridge. If the assigned section was not destroyed, the next
four would go in to hit the undamaged section, and others would proceed in the
same way until all forty-eight aircraft had dropped their bombs. By utilizing this
strategy, mission planners believed there was good probablllty that the entire
bridge could be wiped out at once.i
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Weather conditions had to be perfect, and there had been several delays. On this
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morning the radio message, “Butcher on green,” came in at 0400. Aircrews were .

briefed at 0500. The first elements were off about an hour later and had been in the

air for approximately twenty minutes. The 1st Bomb Squadron’s Mitchells had just

fired up their engines for departure. Aircraft of the 3rd Bomb Squadron were

loaded and pre-flight checklists completed. They were in p-::-sition and ready to roll.

"We were on the end of the runway, fixing to take off," Hank recalled. He was in
his usual position as tail gunner. Before the bomber was airborne, the pilot received
a radio-message instructing him, in Hank’s words, "Don't take off. The flight's been
canceled.” The pilot turned the plane around and taxied back in. Someone ran out
onto the runwav shcutlng, "The Japs have surrendered'”
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