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The Reform of PLA Militarv Academv Admissions and Militarv
Modernization: Institutional Changes and Impacts after the 18th
National Congress

Hu Cheng-Tsung

Graduate Student, Institute of CCP Military Affairs, College of Political Warfare,
National Defense University

Abstract
This study examines the transformation of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) military

academy admissions system following the 18th National Congress of the Chinese Communist
Party. It analyzes how the selection mechanism has evolved from a politically driven model to
a more diversified system that incorporates technological competence and social inclusivity.
The research identifies three key dimensions of reform: expansion of recruitment sources,
restructuring of admission criteria, and integration of civil-military training programs. Through
data analysis and statistical tables, the study highlights the impact of these reforms on talent
composition, institutional distribution, and force generation. Under the emerging trends of
informatized and intelligent warfare, PLA admissions have become a critical institutional node
in shaping the future military structure and supporting strategic development. While the
transformation enhances the cultivation of technology-oriented officers, the tension between
political loyalty and professional capability remains a fundamental challenge for ongoing
reform. This paper contributes to bridging the gap in existing research by linking talent selection
mechanisms with military modernization and offering preliminary assessments of future
development trajectories.

Key words @ PLA Military Academy Admissions, Talent Selection Reform, Military
Modernization, Strong Military Strategy



