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Internalization of External Propaganda:
An Ideological Critique of Symbolic
Representation in CCP's Hollywood-Style
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Abstract

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has drawn inspiration from American films in shaping
and disseminating its national image, introducing a new type of mainstream propaganda film
to promote the narrative of the "China Model." This study adopts the perspective of symbolic
representation theory to analyze three Hollywood-style military-and tech-oriented films—Wolf
Warrior 2, Operation Red Sea, and The Wandering Earth—as case texts. It explores how the CCP
utilizes the unofficial discourse of cinema to construct the imagination and identification of the
"Chinese Dream," thereby projecting global power and craf ting a national image. The study
finds that these films reflect a shift in the CCP's propaganda strategy, using meticulously crafted
narratives and audiovisual stimuli to stir nationalism and xenophobic sentiments. In addition to
countering Western discourse, they reinforce domestic propaganda by projecting an image of a
strong nation, thereby enhancing the regime's legitimacy. This approach fundamentally differs
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the outward-oriented nature of American Hollywood's soft power. While the CCP promotes
initiatives to enhance international communication and "tell China's story well," in practice,
these efforts reflect an internalization of external propaganda, aimed primarily at reinforcing
domestic legitimacy and ensuring the survival of the Communist regime.

Keywords: Chinese Communist Party Propaganda Films, Hollywood-Style Films,

Semiotic Representation Analysis, Critical Film Analysis, Internalization of

External Propaganda
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