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Strategic narratives influence the cognitive frameworks of target states and audiences by
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leveraging political myths to create resonance, thereby shaping decision-making processes and
societal responses. This study applies the theoretical framework of Miskimmon, O'Loughlin,
and Roselle from Strategic Narratives: Communication Power and the New World Order to
analyze official communications and speeches delivered at the three Belt and Road Forum for
International Cooperation summits. It explores how China employs these narratives to advance
its diplomatic agenda and evaluates their effectiveness.

The findings indicate that within the Belt and Road Initiative, China draws upon the
political myth of "Universal Harmony" to emphasize historical continuity and collective effort,
constructing a global narrative centered on harmony, cooperation, prosperity, and inclusion.
This strategic narrative diverges from the traditional dependency model between great and weak
states, avoiding the pitfalls of power transition theories. Instead, it redefines global governance
and international relations by framing differences not as threats of challenges (zero-sum), but
as opportunities for mutual benefit (win-win). China underscores the equal and complementary
roles of all nations, while cultivating an image of itself as an "invisible leader." By providing
financial support, sharing technology, and engaging in multilateral cooperation, China addresses
the needs of partner countries, and fosters consensus and collaboration. Through its overarching
vision harmony, cooperation, prosperity, and inclusion and its cognitive framework of Universal
Harmony, China gradually influences the actions of other states, while maintaining cooperative
relationships where all participants are expected to contribute. Furthermore, Xi Jinping's issue
narratives, which incorporate cultural references and storytelling, address globally ignificant
challenges such as poverty, climate change, and artificial intelligence, thereby enhancing
international recognition of China's model of multilateral cooperation model.

Keywords: International Discourse Power, Belt and Road Initiative, Strategic Narratives,
Belt and Road Forum for International Cooperation, Political Myth
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