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The Japanese had covered the bridge deck with 1¥%-inch boiler-
plate steel and installed anti-aircraft guns on the flats on the
north bank of the river, as well as on the mesa on the south bank,
several hundred feet above the river. Caves had been dug into
the bluffs and equipped with anti-aircraft and large-caliber ma-
chine guns so that any low-level bombing attempt was surely a
suicide mission.

Hank exp!alned that the thing that made the target so danger-
ous was that "there were mountains on both sides that had gun
emplacements and all they had to do was fire and you had to fly
through that fire to get to the target”. There was little hope that
they would all come back alive. "l figured if we didn't make it, that
was my time to go."
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By Mengaret Clills Mincannon
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