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Abstract

Between 2022 and 2023, the PLA conducted three military exercises encircling Taiwan,
using Taiwan's diplomatic interactions with the United States as justification. These exercises
employed methods and strategic objectives that differed from previous operations, representing
a form of gray zone short of war coercion. This paper categorizes the military aspects of the
PRC's gray zone strategy into military exercises, coercive actions, maritime law enforcement,
and maritime militia deployment to examine the three encirclement drills around Taiwan and
analyze their methods and objectives. The paper argues that since August 2022, the PLA's
military exercises targeting Taiwan have transitioned into a "Taiwan-encirclement exercise"
model. Under the framework of the gray-zone strategy, these exercises have increasingly
emphasized combat realism and normalization, gradually pressuring Taiwan's surrounding
security environment to within 24 nautical miles. The deployment of forces has been
predominantly military, supplemented by the Chinese Coast Guard, while there is limited
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evidence of the involvement of maritime militias. As the new PLA exercise model evolves,
Taiwan may need to adjust its defense strategy and resource allocation to address this new form
of threat. Additionally, it is imperative to formulate interagency response plans to counter these
challenges effectively.

Keywords: Gray Zone, Taiwan Strait Crisis, PRC's Taiwan Encirclement Drills, Cross-

strait Relations, Coercive Actions
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