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I am deeply grateful to everyone who
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allowed me to come to America. This has been
a truly memorable experience. Throughout my
trip, I have seen, learned, and enjoyed so much.
From immersing myself in a new culture to
making lasting friendships, every moment has
been enriching. I have had the chance to explore
the unique aspects of American culture, whether
through everyday interactions, diverse cuisine, or
the way people approach to life and work. These
experiences have broadened my perspective and
deepened my understanding of the world. I will
carry these memories with me and cherish them for

years to come.
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The Shock of The United State
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When I first arrived in the USA, I was amazed
by how massive the airport was. The sheer scale of
it was overwhelming—1I even had to take a train to
reach my terminal. One of the things that stood out
to me was how high-tech the drinking fountains
were. By simply placing my hand next to them,
water would automatically start pouring out. My
first meal in America was also memorable. It was
at the airport, and not only was it expensive, but
it was also incredibly salty. I could barely feel my

tongue afterward!
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Immersive Experience
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It was my first time in America, and
everything felt so new to me. I felt like a newborn,
just beginning to explore and learn. Being
surrounded by an entirely English-speaking
environment made me feel like I was living in
an American TV show. I tried to embrace the
experience, immerse myself in it, and enjoy the
atmosphere around me. There were moments when
I forgot I was just a visitor.
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Small talk is common in America, and I enjoy
it, too. It's a great way to make friends and share
information about my country, R.O.C., with others.
Hugging is also a common practice there. At
first, it was strange and a bit embarrassing to me.
However, as I prepared to leave, | found the last
hug emotional. I realized how much I would miss

my friends.
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The course consists of two different phases.
The first phase is online study. I had to follow a
set schedule and take exams in the classroom. The
second phase, however, requires a more hands-on
approach, with numerous reports to complete. This
phase is in-residence. Effective teamwork becomes
essential in this phase, as it is important to convey
my opinions clearly and collaborate with others.
Additionally, I had to learn how to present reports
on stage in front of others in English.
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There isn’t a single correct answer for

any scenario. Being open-minded, respectful,

cooperative, and demonstrating leadership



are crucial qualities. I also noticed that the
instructors emphasize a positive teaching
style, using compliments rather than criticism.
Furthermore, they frequently use acronyms in their
communication, such as “CC” for “Commander,”
“GPC” for “Government Purchase Card,” and

“DTS” for “Defense Travel System.”

Language is for Communication
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My friends often told me how vast America
is. Many of them haven’t even visited all the states
or major landmarks. The size of the country means
that each state has its unique characteristics. People
from different regions have distinct accents, and
some words or phrases are only used in specific
areas. For example, a friend told me that in the
southern United States, the phrase "You good" can
have multiple meanings, such as "Are you okay?",
"You're okay," "Did you get enough to eat?", "No
need to say sorry," "Do you need some money?" or
"You're welcome."
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I’ve heard that in the South, people love to
fry everything. During Thanksgiving, for example,
instead of grilling, they often fry turkeys. Some
families even take it a step further by stuffing a
goose with a turkey, putting a chicken inside the
turkey, and then frying the whole thing. However,
my friend didn’t particularly enjoy it.
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English is a tool for learning and
communication, especially when I want to share
aspects of R.O.C. with my classmates. I enjoy
sharing Taiwan’s culture, festivals, language,
public transportation system, medical health care,
and even the differences between R.O.C. and
China. After a visit to the World War 11 museum, I
also shared Taiwan's history with them.
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One of my most popular presentations was
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about Taiwan’s night markets. No one could resist

the allure of the delicious food. For many of my
classmates, Taiwan was largely unfamiliar, and
English is their primary way of learning more
about Taiwan. So I hope my sharing sparks their
interest in my country. After all, Taiwan is a

beautiful place—who wouldn’t fall in love with it?
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In America, it’s common to see military
personnel in uniform at restaurants or riding
motorcycles, and no one judges them for it. In fact,
people often show respect and appreciation. When
I was walking with my classmates, some civilians
would stop and say, "Thanks for your service." And
sometimes others will even pay for their meals.
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When I took a flight, there was always an
announcement that active military members
could board the plane first. The crew would say,
"To those on board with us, thank you for your
service." One of my friends mentioned that they
were taught to respect the military from a young
age. The level of respect and gratitude shown to

those in uniform impressed me.
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In class, there was a daily presentation about
the Olympics, and when it was mentioned that
America had won the most medals, all the students
and even the instructors cheered together. One
time, I went to Pensacola Beach to watch the Blue
Angels air show. The airplanes were incredible,
especially the sonic boom—it was amazing! But
what left an impression on me was the sense of
American patriotism. When the crowd shouted
"USA," I was deeply moved.
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One of my friends mentioned that he
admires Taiwan’s former president, Tsai Ing-
Wen, particularly for her statement that “We don't
have a need to declare ourselves an independent
state. We are an independent country already.” He
appreciates her confidence and the clear stance she
takes on Taiwan's sovereignty. As a Taiwanese,
hearing that, especially when abroad, makes me

feel proud.
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What did I take away from this trip? So
many things. First of all, I gained more courage to
express my thoughts. During teamwork, I learned
the importance of discussing and cooperating
with my teammates. I had to learn how to express
myself clearly and analyze different courses of
action (COAs). I enjoyed contributing to the group.
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Second, I feel more confident than before.
Initially, T was a bit afraid that others wouldn’t

understand what I was trying to say. But after being

complimented on my speaking, my confidence grew. I
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realized that it’s useless to be afraid until T actually try.
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Lastly, I learned the importance of always
being grateful. I met many friends during my trip
and received so much help. Never taking anything
for granted is one of my core beliefs. No one is
obligated to be kind or to help me, so I deeply
appreciate all the kindness I have received and

strive to assist others whenever possible.
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After spending several weeks in America, ['ve
come to realize that, at its core, America is just a
country like R.O.C., with its own language and
cultural practices. R.O.C. has certain advantages that

America doesn't have, and I do believe we should

stay united and take pride in being Taiwanese.
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| love hanging out with you girls.
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Thanks Karen and Chief for caring about us.
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Trip with friends.
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A picture with instructors and
the other international student.
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Friends from the other course.




