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Abstract

After Ukraine's setbacks in the 2023 counteroffensive, the country faced a slowdown in
assistance from allied nations and increasing pressure to negotiate with Russia. This pressure
intensified as Russian forces continued to breach Ukrainian defense lines on the eastern front,
capturing more strategic points and gradually shaping an unfavorable strategic situation
for Ukraine. In 2024, Ukraine aimed to reverse its military situation and adverse trends in
psychology and diplomacy by launching bold cross-border military operations to generate
multiple effects that could change the negative strategic situation. However, as the battlefield
situation evolved and unexpected consequences emerged, calls for review began to surge.
Not only did Ukraine fail to achieve its various objectives fully, but its military actions also
clearly violated principles of field operation, further exacerbating an already unfavorable
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strategic situation. This case affirms the military motto that "seeking to offset highly probable
disadvantage with impossible advantage is a significant strategic risk and error." Nonetheless,
Ukraine's gambling-like strategy and operations appear more as actions taken by a victim
of proxy warfare amidst the competition between major powers like the U.S. versus Russia,
highlighting a situation that warrants caution and reflection.

Keywords: Field Strategy/Major Military Operation, Strategic Situation, Strategic
Implications, Line of Supply, Interior (Exterior) Line of Operations
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