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The International Legal Framework of the Management of

Deep Sea Fisheries in the High Seas

I Huang

Abstract

Since the second part of 20th century, the deep-sea fisheries in the high
seas had been intensified. The issues arising out of deep-sea fisheries revealed a
gap in the international legal framework of high-sea fisheries. Since 2004, the
United Nations had focused on dealing with the issues pertaining to the deep-
sea fisheries. On 9 August 2008, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations adopted the International Guidelines for the Management of Deep-
Sea Fisheries in the High Seas (Guidelines) to assist states and regional fisheries
management organizations (RFMO) in managing deep-sea fisheries. The objectives
of the Guidelines are to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of
marine living resources and to prevent significant adverse impacts on vulnerable

marine ecosystems. In order to achieve these objectives, states and RFMO should



