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Life Exploration by Studying Abroad
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I am grateful for the chance to study in the
United States for my master’s degree and for the
encouragements of the many senior officers in the
Ministry of National Defense Comptroller Bureau.
It was an unforgettable and precious life experience
for me. Though I never thought about the culture
difference and language barrier before I started, I
received wonderful outcomes after overcoming all

the obstacles.
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Preparation before Departure
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Although I grew up in Matsu, where
educational resources were relatively limited,
several ambitious English teachers organized
camps that fostered my love for learning English
and reinforced my belief that is a bridge to the
world.
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On the other hand, thanks to our Taiwan
bilingual policy, students have started to learn
English at an early age. We have no problem with
reading and listening, but we are not very fluent
in speaking since we do not use it in daily life.
Therefore, when I was preparing my TOEFL test,
I also tried to improve my oral skills by watching
some American TV series to mimic the tone from

native speakers.
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EE%B% F;'j Language Barrier
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Most classes required participation and
discussion since it was MBA program. Our
professors liked to see us being involved and
expressing our thoughts. How to clearly express
ourselves is an important part for being a leader.
We have group projects each quarter. How to
cooperate with American military students and
other foreign country students is quite hard for
me. Fortunately, we are all militaries which means
we are all mission orientated and will work hard
together. Some of them have been deployed
overseas so they are willing to learn different
cultures and help out foreign militaries. Therefore,
we can build friendship with these alliances based

on school work.
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Teamwork with Alliance
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A professor told me, people could speak
different languages even in the same branch since
they have different thoughts. Not to mention
here in NPS (Naval Postgraduate School)
with students from entire world ; however, we
could still cooperate form each other by proper
communication. Two U.S. Navy officers and |
were instructed by a British professor for our
thesis research. We did business case analysis

(BCA ) for high speed internet (HIS) based
on the aircraft carrier Abrham Lincoln (ABE) .
The business model can not only provide benefits
for U.S. navy fleet but also for us to build digital
barracks.
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Our thesis purpose is a Business Case
Analysis (BCA) examining the financial costs
of maintaining continuous and reliable internet

access for USS Abraham Lincoln (ABE, CVN-
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72 ) both in-port and at sea. The three main

methods of connectivity analyzed were Cox pier
side fiber internet, Fifth Generation or Long-
Term Evolution (5G/LTE) cellular internet and
Starlink commercial satellite internet. To estimate
monetized benefits of Sailors having improved
Quality of Work (QoW ) and Quality of Life

(QoL) at sea, to calculate an overall Net Present
Value (NPV) . This thesis serves as a financial
proof of concept to encourage further research
and analysis into this field, to enable a more
productive, efficient and connected naval fleet.
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Let me introduce our problem statement.
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Internet connectivity aboard U.S. Navy ships via
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Thesis presentation with team members

and instructor

traditional military satellite systems is historically
unreliable and slow. These satellite systems are
typically reserved for military purposes only
(QoW) leaving very little room for sailors’
personal or leisure access (QoL) . A significant
amount of sailors’ work needs to be accomplished
over the internet; therefore, the government
computers on the ship are primarily used for work
purposes only, and very rarely — if ever — used for
leisure. Additionally, most U.S. Navy ships do
not have Wi-Fi access aboard, for sailors’ leisure.
Sailors must bring with them all desired digital
entertainment content before the ship leaves port.
Internet connectivity in-port is also well
below standards for today’s interconnected society.
Most U.S. Navy ships have limited bandwidth and
computer access, even when moored to the pier
for a maintenance availability. Anecdotal evidence
suggests computer access and low bandwidth
may seriously hamper productivity in shipyard
availabilities by making it difficult for sailors and
shipyard workers to accomplish their work in a
timely manner.
New advances in technology and connectivity

have opened the door to potential solutions for the

Navy.
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Our thesis team on graduation day
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Washington DC Fieldtrip
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EUECTER
Gettysburg monument

I have attended an NPS field trip for
international students to Washington DC. It was
a great chance to visit some famous spots that
included: Pentagon, State of Department, Gettysburg
battlefield and the US Naval academy. The Battle of
Gettysburg was fought in July, 1863, in and around
the town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, by Union and
Confederate forces during the American Civil War.
The battle involved the largest number of casualties
of the entire war and is often described as the
war’s turning point.Also we got the chance to visit
the US Naval Academy and had lunch with Taiwan
students who were sent to study there. It was a
nice tour to see where brilliant navy officers are

produced from Taiwan.
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United States Naval Academy
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Yosemite National Park Fieldtrip
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There are tons of incredible national parks
in the US and people are willing to do outdoor
activities such as hiking. I joined another field
trip to Yosemite National Park which has been
ranked as the best national park in California. It
took us 3 to 4 hours to drive there, which is not
that far compared to other national parks. Yosemite
is known for the most beautiful U shape glacier
valley. As soon as I stepped into the park, I was
struck by the sights and smells of the strange rocks
and magnificent waterfalls. I left the hustle and
bustle of the city and bathed myself in sunlight and
green leaves. Hiking with international students
was really fun, not only for the views we saw on
the road, but also learning different cultures from
different countries. I was astonished by the great
power of nature and how tiny human beings are.
Through the trip, I had made a wish for myself to

be more diligent on school work and daily life.
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NPS international student field trip
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The Mirror Lake of Yosemlte National Park
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American Foodies
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There is an old saying which is: when in
Rome, do as the Romans do. Since I lived in the

US for a period of time, I told myself to get used
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to their cuisine as well. Of course, they are famous
for burgers. The most popular one in California is
“In-N-Out Burger”. Their burgers are made from
fresh beef and vegetables. Do not forget to order
the animal-style french fries which is a secret menu

item.

In-N-Out EEEE
In-N-Out burger

Z8 Conclusion
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You cannot control the length of your life, but
you can control its width and depth. I am sincerely
thankful for the chance to see the world. I have
learned how to think broadly and how to cooperate
with partners from different countries. I have
seen amazing scenery and suffered from being
lonely. In the end, I have gained the ability to be

independent.
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