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Abstract

Since 2022, the election of Ferdinand Marcos Jr. as President of the Philippines, he has
quickly reversed his predecessor's "Far-America and Pro-China" foreign policy. Since then, the
security interaction and cooperation between the United States, Japan and the Philippines have
been significantly enhanced. It is crucial for the United States, to strengthen its military ties
with the two Interoperability and closer strategic coordination to contain China. In addition, the
Philippines will urgently prioritize establishing a small multilateral security partnership against
the CCP in the short term to deter the CCP from possible coercive measures in the South China
Sea. The Philippines has also negotiated and signed the "Visiting Forces Agreement" and other
related agreements with Japan, actively seeking to establish a "quasi-alliance" relationship.
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Therefore, regardless of observing the current status of Japan-Philippines relations or an in-depth
understanding of the content and level of cooperation between the three countries, the trilateral
relations between the United States, Japan and the Philippines can roughly determine that the
emerging security grouping of the United States, Japan and the Philippines, relying on the "first
island chain," is developing in the East Asian continent. The southern fringe waters are rapidly
taking shape, and the results will reflect the strong structural potential of the evolution of the
current security order in the Asia-Pacific region. The security cooperation between the United
States, Japan and the Philippines consists of three types of countries: hegemony, big power and
small country. Whether the national interests gained from small multilateral interactions and
the measurement of strategic needs met are consistent or similar, so as to understand whether
this cooperation model is also suitable for use. Other combinations in the Asia-Pacific region
(including Taiwan) are worthy of further exploration.

Keywords: The United States, Japan and the Philippines, Minilateralism, Quasi-Alliance,
Security Cooperation
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