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Abstract

Although Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. won the election on May 9, 2022, he
still stated that "the Philippines cannot afford to go to war with China, an Asian giant, and agree
with Rodrigo Duterte's approach on the South China Sea dispute". Still, on the other hand, it is
bound by U.S. President Joe Biden's assessment that "being the only treaty ally of the United
States bordering the South China Sea" and "expecting the Philippines to play a role in the Indo-
Pacific Strategy" and other constraints.

Therefore, since November 2022, in cooperation with the U. S., the Philippines' leverage
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of the "China-Philippines South China Sea Arbitration" has become more and more obvious
confrontation with the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) on the sovereignty dispute in the
South China Sea. The continued tension in relations, the increasing fierce competition, and the
involvement of foreign countries such as the United Kingdom and India in the South China
Sea issue based on their interests have made the South China Sea sovereignty disputes and
maritime rights and interests increasingly complicated and difficult to resolve. The Philippines
tried to enhance multilateral cooperation to develop national interests. Still, the space for the
Philippines to operate risk-avoidance strategies between the U.S. and "China" has become
slim. In particular, the U.S. has closely integrated the linkage between the South China Sea
and the Taiwan Strait, resulting in the challenges Ferdinand Marcos Jr. will face in the future
governance of the rapidly fluctuating internal and external situation. However, with the scope
of military and security cooperation between the United States and the Philippines and the area
from the South China Sea to further touch the periphery of the Taiwan Strait, the Taiwance
government must use this as a niche to accelerate the integration of relevant exchanges and
cooperation between the U. S. and the Philippines, to gain international mutual assistance and
exchanges, while taking advantage of the trend to improve national security.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific strategy, U.S.-China Competition, South China Sea Rights
Protection, New Alliance
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