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Japan’s military system and commanding power during the
Meiji period
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Abstract

Observing Japan’s historical development trajectory, the Meiji Restoration
implemented in the late 19th century was not only the turning point for its successful
Westernization, but also an important beginning for the creation of a modern army.
Japan’s military system was mainly influenced by advanced European countries, and the
"Conscription Order" implemented in 1873 was the first example of a modern military
service system in Asia. In addition, the "Meiji Constitution" promulgated in 1889 was
Japan’s first written constitution in modern times, which has given the emperor various
military powers. Based on the principle of constitutional monarchy. Among them, the
Supreme Command is the only one among the many constitutional countries in the pre-
war world that is clearly stated in the constitution. It is also closely related to its militarism
and the expansion of military power later. In addition, the General Staff Headquarters
was established by borrowing experience from domestic and foreign wars and the
German system, which became the beginning of the independence of Japan's command.
However, as the country's national strength increased, it moved towards the path of
militarism. As a result, the national system and various military systems established by
the Meiji Restoration were gradually altered only to be in World War Il and suffered the

fate of disintegration.
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