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Abstract

A Study on Strategic Implications of Japan’'s Reinforcement of
the Southwest Islands’ Counterattack Capabilities for
Northeast Asia

Kim, Duk-Kim and Kim, Ki-Ho
( )

The study aims to analyze how Japan is pushing ahead with the strengthening of the
Southwest Islands’ counter-attack capabilities and the conclusions drawn from drawing strategic
implications for Northeast Asia are as follows.

First, Japan recognizes that the Southwest Islands are the most significant obstacle hindering
and deterring China’s A2/AD strategy against the US. Both the US and Japan also recognize that
it is a natural fortress for establishing an anti-A2/AD strategy against China, and strengthening its
counterattack capabilities based on long-range weapons, such as Tomahawk cruise missiles. Second,
the Southwest Islands are a strategic point that not only suppresses China’s power projection in
peacetime but also blocks and destroys(blockades) Chinese military activities in the event of an
emergency in the Taiwan Straits. Third, the Japan Self-Defense Force’s strategic shift to the
Southwest Islands to contain China’s military expansion and the agreement to draw up a
US-Japan joint operation plan has emerged as the new key issues in the regional security
situation. Lastly, the build-up of offensive capabilities of the Japanese Army, Navy, and Air
Self-Defense Forces by the expansion of the role sharing with the US forces in Japan will
promote Japan’s becoming a military powerhouse and will inevitably become a security instability
factor in Northeast Asia.

Accordingly, the Republic of Korea needs a good understanding of the strategic awareness
and meaning of Japan’s strengthening of the Southwest Islands’ counterattack capabilities, and
strategic alternatives are strongly required. First, as Japan enhances its counterattack capabilities,
threat awareness in South Korea is also increasing. Considering that security cooperation among
South Korea, the US, and Japan is emphasized in terms of deterrence and response to North
Korea’ nuclear and missile threats, it is necessary for us to share concerns and understanding

regarding current Japan’s possession of long-range counterattack capabilities.

126 BEPGHEE B=1/VEHEMEM 2023512H



Ao FA] () A= v 58 (IBRET) ) A3t ot = A =F4

Second, it is worth noting that cooperation with Australia is prominent in Japan’s security
and defense policies. While Seoul emphasizes ROK-US-Japan’s trilateral security cooperation to
strengthen deterrence against North Korea through the US, Tokyo is pursuing policies with a
focus on secutity cooperation between the US, Japan, and Australia to contain the public. It is
necessaty to follow policies toward Japan with these differences in security interests and goals in
mind.

On balance, in the event of escalating tensions or disputes over the Southwest Islands, we
must recognize that the blockade of SLOCs, which are our lifeline, will inevitably determine the

fate of the country.

Key Words : A2/AD, China, Japan, Southwest Islands, Counterattack, United States
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