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Analyzing and Exploring the Problems of Taiwan's Cadastral
System from the Perspective of Path Dependence Theory

Ming-Hung Hsu*
Department of Land Economics, National Chengchi University

ABSTRACT

With the advancement of science and technology, surveying instruments and techniques have
become more precise and accurate. However, land boundary disputes in cadastral surveying have not
decreased but increased. Therefore, it is very important to understand the source of problems in cadastral
surveying. According to the theory of path dependence, this study reviews the historical evolution of
Taiwan's cadastral system, and explores the problems of Taiwan's cadastral surveying operations. The
Taiwan cadastral operation is observed and analyzed in three stages of operation evolution: “contingent”,
“self-reinforcing” and “lock-in”. According to the analysis results, Taiwan cadaster entered the “critical
juncture” in 1946. Due to the full acceptance of Japanese handover cadastral data, no cadastral resurvey
conducted, and the general land registration was carried out immediately. Since then, it has been
transferred to the stage of “judicial cadaster”, and the above-mentioned three aspects of the process path
are gradually showing a locked-in statement and difficult to escape. This study also verified the factors
of “cost”, “technology”, “time” and “land movement”, all of which really showed the influence of path
dependence in each aspect. It is expected to provide valuable suggestions for dealing with the current
cadastral survey problems and related response operations, and to provide multi-faceted perspectives on
cadastral disputes and other issues.
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