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Mine Detection Dogs
So That Others Might Live
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MDD-Mine Detection Dogs

The utilization of Mine Detection Dogs
dates back to the 1940s when the Royal En-
gineers trained a Dog Platoon to locate non-
metallic mines during the invasion of Nor-
mandy. This was the quickest and most effec-
tive way of locating minefields thus creating
what we know today as a Mine Detection Dog.
Currently, the United States Army Engineer
Corps has the only standing Mine Dog De-
tachment in the Army located at Fort Leonard
Wood, MO. The 94th Engineer Detachment
was first established under the Engineer Ca-
nine Company with two other Engineer Dog
Detachments on October 17,2005, creating a
force multiplier. In 2015, the Canine Company
disbanded and for the past ten years the 94th
Engineer Detachment exercised their capabil-
ities in finding explosive devices in Afghani-
stan, as well as clear an airfield in Mosul for
the Iraq Army and conducted route clearance
in Syria.
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As the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
wind down and work becomes scarce, the
Mine Dogs along with their handlers have
been training for the next fight. There have
been many misconceptions that Mine Dogs
are only capable of finding buried
landmines, however these dogs have the
ability to find unexploded ordnance that
have been left untouched for years.

They can provide support for route
clearance, hasty or deliberate, open area
searches, proofing, minefield searches and
casualty extractions. In many cases the
mine detection dog has proven to be faster
than and just as effective as most explosive
detection equipment.

Many of the current missions that have
a need for Mine Dogs have increased within
the Multi-Role Bridge Companies (MRBC)
and clearance companies. Mine dogs have
shown to be effective and useful to MRBCs
when conducting wet gap crossings to clear
possible road and slip improvement areas.
The 94th Engineer dog teams recently inte-
grated with 50th MRBC at Fort Riley, KS to
provide detection assets in their wet gap
crossing operations. Each platoon utilized a
dog team when establishing their boat slips
to ensure the area was clear from possible
explosives on the near side of the area of
operations. Due to the quickness and ver-
satility of a mine dog team, not only were
they able to clear the near side boat slip, but
while the wet gap crossing operation were
being initiated the dog teams traveled by
rafts to clear a path on the far side to estab-
lish a secure landing point. This operation
was the second time 94th Engineer Detach-
ment intergraded with 50th MRBC to suc-
cessfully complete a company exercise
evaluation. Given the positive feedback
from these operations over the past two
years, the detachment is set up to broaden
their mission scope.
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Additionally, to MRBCs, Mine Dogs
have shown to be valuable to clearance
companies by providing an additional dis-
mount asset. By including Mine Dogs in a
clearance package, the unit can gain an ad-
ditional asset to assist in locating and iden-
tifying explosives on ground. In the first
week of August 2021, the 94th Mine Dog
Detachment aligned with 509th CC during
their platoon live fire exercise. Three teams
intergraded with each platoon to show case
their capabilities as they conducted clear-
ance missions along a route. During this op-
eration platoons efficiently and effectively
employed dog teams on a 200-meter route
in which they cleared in ten minutes finding
any and all explosives.

Aside from integrating with our sister
units and expanding our capabilities, the
94th Engineer Detachment has continued
to mold and perfect the skills they were
taught to use. These dog teams can clear
anything from an open area of any size to a
route leading to a casualty. They can use
many insertion methods such as rappelling,
winching, hoisting, or boating thus proving
to be just as versatile as any Soldier. With
to integrate with all unit and most missions,
the 94th Engineer Detachment can help the
Army be successful in the next fight.

SFC Brian Curd is currently stationed
at Fort Leonard Wood, MO with the 94 th
Engineer Detachment, 5 th Engineer Battal-
ion as the Kennel Master. With 7 years of
dog training experience and a 12 month de-
ployment as a dog handler, his current du-
ties consist of ensuring the health and wel-
fare of all K9s and the deployable readiness
of all dog teams. 1LT Christina Rose is cur-
rently stationed at Fort Leonard Wood, MO
with the 94 th Engineer Detachment, 5 th
Engineer Battalion. Served as a Sapper
Platoon Leader prior to taking the position
of Detachment OIC, her current duties con-
sist of ensuring all training events are sup-
ported and provide supervision of all activi-
ties within the Detachment.
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Photo left: SPC Ayala with MDD Lizi and PFC Curlee with MDD Clau team up
to clear 800 meters of open area. SGT Muckridge and MilitaryDetection Dog (MDD)

Bax captured while exiting a chinook to conduct helocast training . Photos by SGT
Brendan Herrington.
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PFC Thao with MDD Jesse create a safe and clear route in order to extract an
immobile casualty. Photo right: SGT Hardcastle and SGT Burchett assist another
handler in Rappel Operation in order to train in additional insertion methods . Pho-
tos by SGT Brendan Herrington.




EETEZH¥FT %1634

—SEMEREANTRE M —RLE=MFENER - UERE—REEEE
MISE - FHBRFR  BERFEPOERUEP LB S —RIIREETER
AR - LEIREZ ARG - RABRPThmAEREINGE -

N

NN

,,,,,,,,,,

113




