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Abstract

On February 24th, 2022, Russia launched a so-called "special military operation" against
Ukraine. According to the United Nations Charter, military actions that the Security Council
does not approve are considered illegal. Although Russia claimed to be exercising its "right to
self-defense" under the Charter, there are still many different opinions on the legality of this
military action in the international community. In light of this, this article references the United
Nations Charter, international law, UN resolutions, and relevant international precedents to
explore the legality of Russia's actions and examines whether they conform to the principles of
self-defense. The research findings indicate that Russia not only violates the limitations imposed
by the United Nations Charter on the exercise of the right to self-defense but also fails to adhere
to the norms governing the use of force in customary international law. In addition, this article
also simultaneously examines the use of legal warfare by Russia and Ukraine. Ukraine had
prepared for legal action prior to the outbreak of the conflict, enabling it to respond promptly
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to Russia's aggression. This provides a crucial learning direction for our country, which may
also face similar defense scenarios. Therefore, our government should continue cultivating
professionals in international law, actively engage in international exchanges, and improve
rules of engagement to effectively counter the military threat from the CCP.

Keyword: UN Charter, Law of Armed Conflict, Just War, Right to Self-Defense, Special

Military Operation
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