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Abstract

In August 2022, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) conducted military exercises
in the waters surrounding Taiwan, citing a severe violation of its sovereignty due to the
visit of Nancy Pelosi, the Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives. During these
military exercises, CCP employed cognitive warfare in conjunction with the military ma-
neuvers.

This study collected controversial information during the exercise period and con-
ducted public opinion surveys after the exercises. Using the “5W” communication model
as a framework, it analyzed the CCP's application of cognitive warfare, issue framing and
operational modes, communication channels, and the resulting impact. The goal is to out-
line the context of the CCP's warfare and develop countermeasures for future responses.

The research indicates that the controversial information disseminated by the CCP
during the military exercises did not have a significant impact on the Taiwanese people.
However, public confidence in the government and the national security team during the
exercises was indeed undermined due to the public opinion stirred up by the lack of dis-
closure of missile trajectories, which was seen as disregarding “national security” and the
public’s “right to know.” This calls for reflection and review on our part.
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