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Abstract

The most significant change in the security structure of the Indo-Pacific region in the 21st
century is the formation of the US-Japan-India-Australia strategic cooperation, often termed as
the "Quadruple Security Dialogue" (QUAD). Although it may not be equivalent to the totality
of the US "Indo-Pacific" strategy, the QUAD is still the central axis to the effectiveness of
this US strategy. However, it is challenging to ignore Japan's potential contribution when
referring to the "Indo-Pacific" strategy. In particular, Abe's second administration established
the concept of a "free and open Indo-Pacific," which allegedly led to the birth of the US version
of the "Indo-Pacific" strategy. The process was tortuous and complicated. Since then, Japan has
always kept its efforts to develop the bilateral cooperative relationship among the four pillars;
furthermore, the relationship between Japan and Australia has shown a continuous warming
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trend. For Japan, Australia is very close to East Asia but also outside the scope of China's
missile anti-access capability. Therefore, practically, it is building "Asia's Democratic Security
Diamond" and containing China's crucial strategic fulcrum countries from the Pacific Ocean.
For Australia, strengthening the relationship with Japan is associated with the evolution of the
Asia-Pacific security pattern. This relation could also allow Australia to extend its influence to
the Asia-Pacific region westward in the security space strategic vision to form a linking "Indo-
Pacific strategic arc" and especially establish a safe arc for the new strategy, which is a vital
prerequisite when stabilizing its northern strategic direction. Based on this, Australia has its
own geopolitical needs, and Japan also needs to rely on Australia's geopolitical value to realize
its own strategic interests. Therefore, the development of bilateral relations has its nature and
necessity.

Keywords: Japan-Australia Relations, Indo-Pacific Strategy, Quadruple Security Dialogue,
Containing China
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