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A Study on the Incentives of Orphan Drugs for Rare Diseases

from the Angle of Comparative Law

Chen, Po-Chuan

Abstract

When the COVID pandemic is raging in 2020, the demand for vaccines
and access to medicine are different from the past. Due to the scarcity of
patients, the status of rare diseases in treatment is usually neglected. The
pharmaceutical companies are not actively developing rare drugs for the
treatment of rare diseases, because there are no sufficient incentives to invest
research program, these drugs are called “orphan drugs”. How to protect the
right of patients with rare diseases and the right of access to medicine is the
issue of concern to the orphan drug bill.

Since the United States passed first orphan drug bill in 1983,
legislation has been established in various countries, including Japan,

Australia, and the European Union. Taiwan has also announced and passed





