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A Tentative Analysis of the the Political and Military Thoughts of

the "Guanzi™'

Lee, Ting-Wei
Doctoral student, Graduate Institute of Philosophy, National Central University

Abstract

Chinese culture had long been confronted by unabated wars during the Spring and
Autumn period and the Warring States period. The philosophical wisdom learnt from the
cultural classics of those days might throw some light on reflections on how the ancients were
concerned about wars. This paper has selected the Guanzi as the research direction. Since the
wide-ranging and profound book Guanzi represents a syncretism of different schools, there is
little agreement as to whether it should be categorized into schools such as Daoism,
Huang-Lao, or Legalism in the state of Qi. In terms of research interests and expertise, the
author has chosen Legalism as the primary object of study, exploring the military and political
thought behind it, Politics is almost inseparable from military affairs, so they must be
discussed together.

Key words : Legalist school, Guanzi, Political thought, Military thought.
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