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An Attempt to Define Criminal Attempts of Trade Secret
Infringement: An Idea from the United States’ Economic

Espionage Act

Chen, Ping-Hsun

Abstract

This article seeks to illustrate criminal attempts of trade secret misappropriation
under Article 13-1 and 13-2 of the Trade Secrets Act. The research idea originates
from a question of whether a person intending to steal a trade secret should be found
guilty for a criminal attempt even though the stolen information does not meet the
definition of a trade secret. Therefore, this article discusses three issues. The first
issue is to uncover potential attempt cases based on previous trade secret cases and to

categorize different criminal activities. The second issue relates to the United States’



