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Abstract

This paper examines China's claim of sovereignty over the South China Sea from the "Gray
Zone" strategic perspective. To analyze the relevance of China's strategic concept through
the "Gray Zone" strategy on the South China Sea sovereignty proclamation, steps are applied
as follows: to examine the Chinese official and quasi-official statements, legal and strategic
documents and publications. The paper also analyzes the practice of China's "Gray Zone" strategy
through the case of China's standoff with the United States on the South China Sea sovereignty
issue and the conflict concerning resource development. Accordingly, this paper summarizes five
theoretical and practical insights: "Consistency" about strategic thinking and action, "Ambiguity"
- interpretation of the difference between international and domestic regulations, "Asymmetry"
- the plurality and breadth of activities and capabilities, "Incrementalism" - the achievement of
strategic goals, and the implications of "Gray Zone" strategy theory for war and peace. Finally,
this paper proposes a practical thinking direction for Taiwan's (ROC) national security practice
in response to lessons learned from China's response to this "Grey Zone" strategy application.

Keywords: Gray Zone Strategic, War and Peace, United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS), Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), South China Sea
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