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1944 Hengyang Defense War Study —

On the Model of General Fang Xianjue's Wu De

LAn-Nan Zeng 2Tsung-Lung Tsou
National Defense University Army Command and Staff College

Abstract

In 1944, in order to break the situation of gradual decline, the Japanese army
concentrated the largest force since the invasion of China to launch "Operation No. 1" in an
attempt to open up China's north-south communications and destroy the Chinese field army
and the southwest air base. Because the elite troops were transferred to Yunnan burma at the
request of the Allied forces, our country did not have enough troops to stop the Japanese
offensive, and the battles were gradually defeated, but in the defense of Hengyang, our army
countered the Japanese army with inferior troops for dozens of days, shocking both at home
and abroad.

Although the Hengyang garrison was surrounded by superior Japanese troops and had no
logistical supplies, it took enduring operations as the combat goal and relied on the early
battlefield management and Fang Xianjue's general Wude to unite the officers of the Tenth
Army, exerting several times its own combat strength to resist the Japanese army for dozens
of days, reviewing the reasons for which were nothing more than two factors: military martial
arts and protracted combat.

Keywords: Hengyang defense war, Fang Xianjue, military martial virtue, protracted combat



54

FHEE FALZH AW--- &



