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Abstract

According to the Constitution, nationals have the obligation of military service. The military
service system is an essential foundation of human recourses and the tool forging the concept
of all-out national defense and patriotic sentiments necessary for national defense. However,
the Act of Military Service System regulates that only male citizens have such obligations.
The current system requires a four-month military training or substitute service. Through a
normative political theory approach, this article aims to defend the conscription system by
arguing for its internal and external values through democratic ethics and challenging the
male-based discriminatory treatment in the current law. Based on these arguments, the article
proposes a de-gendered universal citizen service program, in which all male and female citizens
are obligated to participate regardless of their sexual and gender identifications. Citizens could
choose to serve in military or civil service units according to their capabilities and wills and
the state's actual military and civil service needs. This program could help with Taiwan's self-
defense and offer a valuable workforce for social care, which is particularly needed for the
aging society and other civil service sectors. In addition, the program could cultivate citizens'
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sense of solidarity, honor, and republic identity in political life, which, in the long run, are vital
for fighting against political warfare, differentiating the enemies, and consolidating the liberal
democracy and constitutional order in Taiwan.

Keywords: Military Service System, Conscription, Substitute Service, Sex and Gender
Equality, Interpretation No. 490
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