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By Margaret Mills Kincannon
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Both crews were soon reported by Chinese militia to be recovered and walking
out. One plane was said to have crash landed near Laohekou and the other was
reported near Yichang on the river. The historical officer wrote: "Due to the rugged
nature of the terrain we must fly over in order to hit the target, all indications point
to the possibility of each plane flying on single engine. We believe this to be the case,
for the only two possible avenues of return in a plane on single engine, is through the
Yangtze River pass and through the other pass leading to Ankang. Both planes are

reported at the north of these passes.” Local Chinese authorities at Kunhsien report-
ed on the 27th that A/C #723 had crash landed nearby before reaching the target.
The radio-gunner was seriously injured and later died as a result. Other crew mem-
bers were reported as recovered safely.
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