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Du provided details regarding missions during this period. “We adopted sever-
al modes of attack. Apart from conventional level-flight bombing, we sometimes
launched dive-bombing attacks, or even used our 75 mm gun to strafe ground

tar-gets. All ball turret gunners also strafe[d] the ground randomly in order to sup-
press Japanese anti-aircraft fire, which was still a serious threat to us.” He explained
that fighter escort was seldom considered necessary. “While out on a short-range
mission such as our raids in Hubei, we judged that it would be almost impossible for
us to encounter Japanese interception, so we tended to not have escorts.”
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