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Abstract

This study uses the concept of “experimental policy style” to analyze the process
and meaning in the institutional change of the CCP’s film policy. This paper argues that
the CCP continues to win the party-state ideological struggle through continuous change
and adaptation to ensure the role of the state in the institutional arrangement. Since the
1990s, the development of popular culture and new media have contributed to the rein-
terpretation of the CCP’s legitimacy, resulting in the collusion of official political interests
and private commercial interests in main melody movies. The paper also argues that the
resilience and ability of the current Communist regime to maintain order in the face of
extremely complex economic and social transformations come from the legacy of the
revolutionary mobilization experience of the Maoist era.
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