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A Case Study of Willow River Battle in the Late Ming China

Chien-Hung Chen”
Abstract

In August 1625, Ma Shilong(FEtHFE), a general of the Ming China, sent troops to
attack Yaozhou(J#l), which was ruled by Houjin({£ ). Unfortunately, Houjin military
force defeated Ma’s troops and caused hundreds of deaths in Willow River (fjil;7]). Even
though the battle was one of battles in the Liaodong War between Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties, the battle of Willow River played a crucial role in the military strategy to Ming China.

Sun Chengzong(f47&5%), Commander of Liaodong who advocated active defense
in the territories outside Shanhaiguan(L1];5f), resigned after this battle. His successor,
Gaudi(75 ) changed Sun's strategy to passive defense. Ming military force retreated
back and abandon all territories outside Shanhaiguan. This action indirectly led to the
battle of Ningyuan(%£3£) a few months later.

Before the battle of Willow River, the primary leaders, Sun Chengzong and Ma Shi-
long, had defended outside of Shanhaiguan for more than three years. These leaders not
only faced the threat of a powerful enemy Houjin, but also confronted the criticism and
condemnation of the Ming officials behind them. Finally, these factors caused the failure
of the battle and the resigned of the leaders. This study aims to clarify the causation of
the battle through the analysis of various historical materials in order to understand the
plight and choices of Sun and Ma.

Keyword: Sun Chengzong, Ma Shilong, The battle of Willow River, Active defense,
Liaodong War between Ming and Qing Dynasties.
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