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Aircraft of the 3rd Bomb Squadron continued to oppose the enemy’ s drive
against Allied air bases that included Lachekou, used as an emergency landing strip
and as a staging field from which to launch raids. On a mission conducted on March
8, three planes took off at 1330 and flew from Liangshan to Laohekou against high-
way bridges at Hsiangcheng and Chowkiakow. 1st Lt. Wayne H. Senecal was pilot of
the lead plane, #715. It was a new B-25J that had not yet received its CACW markings.
The 1,000-1b. bomb toggled over the Hsiangchen target skipped off the bridge and
into the main street of the town. Bombs released by the other two planes also landed
in the street, killing an estimated 100 to 150 people. As Senecal was pulling out of the
dive, his bomber clipped a building of rock construction, damaging the plane’ s ver-
tical stabilizer and rudder. In addition, a wing tip was ripped off and the propeller
blade was bent. In spite of damage, the Mitchell gained altitude and the remaining
two bombs were jettisoned. The wing planes were #719 and #723, both with Chinese
crews. A/C #719 was hit by anti-aircraft fire that knocked out its hydraulic system.
Gunners of #723, piloted by Du, strafed a train north of Siping and inflicted signifi-
cant damage to the boiler. All planes were able to reach Liangshan and were down at
1800. Hank recalled that as Senecal climbed out of the damaged plane, he calmly
inquired of those standing nearby, "Anybody got a cigarette?"
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