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Abstract

American President Obama responded to the 2012-2013 Diaoyutai crisis in a low-key
manner and urged Japan and China to exercise self-restraint. It was only at the end of the
crisis that Obama explicitly stated that Diaoyutai was covered by Article 5 of the U.S.-Japan
Security Treaty. Although the United States takes no position on the question of territorial
sovereignty, it welcoms Japan's decision on improving defense posture through adoption of
new security legislation. Nevertheless, the Obama administration criticized Prime Minister
Abe for visiting the Yasukuni Shrine, verbally challenged the Chinese designation of an "Air
Defense Identification Zone" in the East China Sea, and encouraged the two countries to
defuse the crisis through dialogue. Japan responded to the Chinese security challenge in waters
surrounding Diaoyutai almost alone. Abe dramatically increased Japan's defense budget,
while Obama significantly cut U.S. defense spending through sequestration. The development
affected the United States' "Rebalancing Strategy" and made China less worried about Obama's
reactions to Chinese land reclamation activities in the South China Sea.

Keywords: Diaoyu Islands/Senkaku Islands, Air Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ),
The U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, East China Sea, Rebalancing Strategy
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