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Abstract

“Wartime Operational Control” (Wartime OPCON) is not only the symbol of military
sovereignty but also represents key indicator of military and security cooperation of the Korea-
U.S. alliance. President Kim Young-sam had taken back the “Peacetime OPCON” from
the United States via negotiation. Roh Moo-hyun administration started to negotiate with
the U.S. on “Wartime OPCON” transition. However, Lee Myung-bak and Park Geun-hye
administration postponed it for two times until President Moon Jae-in announced his transition
schedule for taking back Wartime OPCON from the U.S. within the end of his presidential term
in 2022.

Due to the security environment of the Korean Peninsula and consideration of the U.S.
Indo-Pacific military deployment, South Korea and the U.S. have made a consensus on
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the Wartime OPCON transition. However, there are apparent differences in “conditional
assessment” and “time arrangement” for transition. Furthermore, “Progressives” and “Co
nservatives” in South Korea hold different perceptions of the Wartime OPCON transition and
its relation with the Korea-U.S. alliance. South Korean military must verify itself for command
joint combat system capability via Korea-U.S. joint military exercise, which has much to
do with relation-improvement between South Korea and North Korea and denuclearization
negotiation. Therefore, South Korea would face formidable challenges to take back the Wartime
OPCON from the U.S.

Keywords: Korea-U.S. alliance, Wartime Operational Control, Regional Security on the
Korean Peninsula, Korea-U.S. Joint Military Exercises, Military Sovereignty
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