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The Development and Application
of PRC's Maritime Militia
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Abstract

People's War constitutes PRC's critical military theory inheriting from the experience of
military operation from the past. People's War at sea is a new extension of this concept. Maritime
militia is a group of mobilized civil armed reserved forces, and they are PRC's first line of
defense at sea. The systematic and non-organic combat power is applied to conduct grey-zone
operations due to its ambiguity. It can avoid military conflict and control the escalation of the
crisis to achieve the expected political goal. This force can consistently exist within disputed
islands and the sea area near them, and they can harass and invade the channel to block ships.
These aggressive actions have broken international stability and impacted the security in the
adjacent areas of East Asia.

Keywords: People's War at Sea, Maritime Militia, Gray Zone, Paramilitary Force
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