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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the Chinese Strategic Support Force (SSF) and its impacts and
implications on Korean security. In 2015, the Chinese military established the Strategic Support
Force. The backgrounds of establishing the force are to enhance joint operation capability,
facilitate the concept of informationized warfare, expand the geographical scope of Chinese
military activities, and implement psychological warfare under informationized conditions.
The SSF is composed of Space System and Network System Department, somewhat exclusive
and independent, adding a few general staff departments such as staft department and Political
work department. The major mission of the SSF is strategic information support and information
operation. The Space System Department controls and manages the Beidou ( JE=3} ) Satellite
Position system, various military purpose satellites, and space-related weapon systems. The
Network System Department is responsible for cyber, electronic and psychological operations.
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Based on this analysis, the authors argue that it has significant influences on the Korean
military and the U.S. Forces in Korea, directly and indirectly. The SSF can monitor the activities
of the Korean military by using ISR-equipped satellites. Regarding electronic warfare, the
SSF's crewed and unmanned electronic aircraft allow them to collect electronic intelligence
about the major military equipment of the Korean military and the U.S. Forces in Korea. In
this regard, the Korean military must develop a more concrete responsive plan against SSF's
activities.

Keywords: The People's Liberation Army, The Strategic Support Force, Korean Security,
Space System Department, Network System Department
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