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Separated by Language and Culture but United fo}f a Common Goal
THE LEGACY OF THE FLYING TIGERS

By Margaret Mills Kincannon

It began a bit earlier for Du. While in his sophomore year of university in 1040, he became aware of 2 special program that involved
recruiting Chinese aviation cadets to be trained as pilots in cooperation with the LUSAAF. Du's primary interest was not to become a
pilol, since his career was already planned, but lo have a chest X-vay to determine if he had tuberculosis as part of the qualification
pricess. However, he p.-isserl all the ph}fs[::a[, acaclemic, and other examinations and was accepted Lo take part in the program. Because

he was ton embarrassed to drop oul, he began training al the Republic of China Air Force Academy in Yunnan Province in early 1941,

L weis during this lime thai he chungnd his name (o Du Kai-mu. f“g'—lemrnrcf he was sent to the United Sia{esﬁlr acclitional training in
Arizona and later in Colorado.

Al war with Japan's superior troops for four years by the time Du entered the program, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shel's Nationalist
troops had by this time suffered repeated losses. Although numerically superior, they were lacking in supplies, equipment, braining
and that would allow them Lo defeal the enemy. The equally debilitated air force was mcapable of adequately supporting troops on the
ground or apposing the enemy’s planes that hombed Chinese cities and other targets. To aid in solving the problem, Generalissimo
Chiang brought Claire Lee Chemmault, a civilian who had resigned from the LLS. Army Air Corps with the rank of major, to China
wnder contract as his military advisor. 1€ became Chennault's mission to transform the ROCAF into an effective fighting force capable
of fending off the invaders by training Chinese pilols lo shool down Japanese airplanes using his tactics of “defensive pursuil”. The
American Volunteer Group (AVG) thal guined fame as “the Flying Tigers” for their daring displays of courage and skill was the result.
This mercenary unit was in existence from April 1941 to July 1942, when it was replaced by the China Air Task Force that was officially
inducted into the USAAF. The CATF was disbanded in March 1943 and replaced by the 14th Air Force with Chennaudt, now a major

HL'I'I.MI. P[JIUEC’. in i.'{'l'l‘ﬂmmd.

1t was soon afterward thal Chennaull, with the Generalissimo's approval and support, implemenled a strategy to aid the CAF by
luking his plan even further than previows efforts through the creation of the Chinese-American Compeosite Wing, made up of both
Chinese and American members working and flying side by side. An Operational Training Unit (OTU) was established in India and
aperated by the 14th Air Force to brain Chh‘tmﬁgﬁfﬂaﬂd homber crews for combat operations according to the American model and
using American piu.nes. Duplicate command structures were eslablished at all levels. In acdition, CAF combal and maintenance crews
trained at the OTU with the unils to which they would be assigned. On completion of the lraining of each complement, Lhe American
and Chinese officers who had acted ss instruclors then served as group, squadron, and [light commanders of the combat unils, which
would then move lo China. The CACW eventually consisted of a hombardment group and l‘-mﬁgh{ﬂ groups af four squunfﬁms each.
Chennault's intrepid airmen would go on to earn their place in aviation history b}rcnrr)r{ug o the legacy of the Flying Tigers.

These were the events that worked logether Lo unile Cpl. James H. Mills anel Sub-LL Du (*Tw” in American vecords) Kai-mu in the
grd Bomb Squadron of the 15l Bomb Group, Chinese-American Composite Wing, thal was activated on February 22, 1944
(To be continued)

WA 20774

/3L : http : //www.wunanbooks.com.tw

7T
——OF+R+HEH

e
R A !
24 Pt 18 17 6 11 5 211
! B Zoo L TR KT 3 20 =)
E BHoTe B R & BTE £33 @ = =
= [ s 4 F OfF\ BE L= = &
B = =] E3S — B+ T pk =% &
B | : ‘oo TH =Ex =)\ g
O E Z 7 BN 52 [JE [OH [
§° § : 83z °=°p g °®
’ A N ’ ’ b2
% "? ~ ) ||§-_:-% = o %/ﬂ‘
BN E ~ 5 g £ Bx 2L %
R = P 2 2l & 2 = 2 L
= ¥ = F £ g = ZE Al
1L GEEYRCCEipdl 2
) & E S e B[ g K
5 0 mHE B 0m O® B2 =R % o 8
s g BAE X THUNS =
LB X R BRZZZ¥Y BE K T HZ B
SR = B v EESTcE HE E B B *
~ R i 2 mM@Br—5:= BHE = = &= H
U £ 0 B3 oz s k@ W g 858 0 3
B g B w95 B B mE =2
g 8 3 EER: 5. . B ~ ®ml &
B “ERE <~ Et ¥ r sSih BE
BB ERNE:ocge E ~ X £5
H il EME- "3 5 M ] =t
8 CEXZZ:% @ iR
& B EBAEZTaz f@ — =
silz=E E #Mfmgse B
=M= oM o B < 2 ¥ oI’ TR
Ww R ) # Az ZF X g ¥ Xi3 TR
w O ® ¥ & —53 § W % B #E &

AR REPE T

HeE S
— ~ REIRETHE - iﬁﬂEEEFE THERITREE DT » BREE : 004056021073 » B : 90251-10101

5 - ERERFIER - FiE]REEES Ml REJFEATESHE - MH (UMES/L
g%) gfﬁ%EFXWEEEYEB%EZHI  (BEEET : (02)2532-0376 - A EELEREIFER - DiRIF
HSET
‘ Z%EE%ET?%%E%Eﬁ*ﬂtm%%a&ﬁiﬂﬁi%ﬁﬁﬁﬁlﬂ%‘:EI]E  IAEZCIERF (RE|EHNEERT
IS —EERNEI T - AT BERERERN SR - INREFENY - HETFAIMET
BRNEIHCRASF:S - BHTYIIRUSERRER - NETRIEREPIMBE - NMEZE - BT
RER -

REMM

— AEXILES (B1T0ul) — - BEREEFELT

HetiE - SRR 6sR L - EIEFHMITER2095% 118
EEE ¢ (04)2226-03308527 EEE ¢ (02)2518-0207

MLLE - http : //’www.govbooks.com.tw



