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From a movie to history: The Eternal Zero and the Pacific War 

 

Luo,Shi-Jie 
 

Assistant Professor General Education Center,Ling Tung University 

 

Abstract 

    The Eternal Zero is published by Naoki Hyakuta in 2006. It is adapted into a movie, 

directed by Takashi Yamazaki and starring Junichi Okada. 

The Eternal Zero is known as the best-selling live-action film in Japan in the past decade. 

And it won the best film, director, actor, editing, lighting, art, sound recording and other 

awards at the 38th Japan Film Academy Awards in 2015. 

means the Japanese fighter aircrafts A6M Zero appeared in World War 

II. The content of the film states that one of the protagonists, Saeki Kentaro, interviewed his 

-in-arms, and searching for the past of Miyabe. 

Miyabe was an A6M Zero fighter pilot during the Pacific War. He loved his wife and daughter 

deeply, but eventually died in the special attack as a member of Kamikaze at the Battle of 

Okinawa. 

In this movie, the original author, Naoki Hyakuta, viciously criticized the high-ranking 

officials of the Imperial Japanese Navy at that time. He thought that these high-ranking 

military officers pushed young people to the hopeless battlefields. They even formed a 

Kamikaze task force aimed as suicide attacks which letting young officers and soldiers to 

sacrifice meaninglessly! 

This film is adapted from the original novel. The characteristic is that a lot of first-hand 

information about the war has been added to the fictional plots. Through this film, audience 

can understand the Pacific War from the perspective of air combat pilots and fighter aircrafts 

A6M Zero. This article will analyze the endurance of A6M Zero mentioned in the movie, the 

difference between Japanese and American pilots, the performance of A6M Zero from special 

training, the establishment and training of the Kamikaze special attack team, and its 

achievements and historical evaluation. It will let the audience learn more about the Pacific 

War through The Eternal Zero. 
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