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On the Art of Wei Zheng's Criticism from the “Vertical Skill”

JHU-FANG HUANG"

Abstract
The “generation of critics” Wei Zheng's technique of intentional vertical and horizontal

in his early years, adhered to the political concept of “willing to be a good minister, not a
loyal minister”, and actively participated in the great cause of the economy and the people
with the personality characteristics of the publicists and historians, and trained Wei Zheng
Political abilities and became an important auxiliary minister of the Tang Taizong dynasty.

Wei Zheng is good at admonishment, his political essays are logical, clear in context,
witty and flexible, and have irrefutable persuasive power, often reaching the effect of
admonishing Tang Taizong. All this is due to the vertical and horizontal technique that he is
good at and his superb advice and ingenuity. Modern scholars have many original chapters in
the study of Wei Zhengzhi, and each has its own characteristics. There are those who focus on
ideological intervention, some who focus on documentary discussion, and those who focus on
the skills of admonition; they think that the historians are praised by a generation of critics.
The author believes that there is a high degree of correlation between the content and thoughts
of Wei Zhengqi's admonitions and the ingenuity of his admonitions, and it is necessary to
make a general connection and integration to present Wei Zhengshan's admonitions and the
art of admonition. Here we will explore the art of Wei Zhengjian’s admonitions based on such
arguments as "advising in light of the situation-in the art of praise”, "good words and
temptation-showing his charming posture”, "appreciating the time and measuring the
situation-taking history as a mirror", and "taking appraisal from different schools-thinking
all-inclusive" and other arguments.

Keywords: Wei Zheng, The art of vertical and horizontal, the art of criticism
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