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Abstract

This article evaluates the informatized war capabilities of the PLA (People's Liberation
Army). The year 2020 was the target year of the PLA to complete the 1st stage of defense and
military modernization which aimed at achieving basic mechanization and informatization.
Then, research questions are addresses as follows: what was the achievements of the PLA
in preparing for informatized war? Does the PLA have the proper capabilities to conduct
informatized operation if military conflict or war breaks out? what is the direction of the PLA's
2nd and 3rd stages of defense and military modernization in the future? At this current time,
the PLA does not seem to have informatized war capabilities fully. Even though the PLA have
made all efforts to modernize its equipment and reorganize military structure, its capabilities
to implement informatized war are still remained at a rudimentary level. As this article argues,
despite far-reaching improvements in its military modernization, the PLA can not assure a
victory in a war with Taiwan if U.S. military intervenes. As a result, U.S. military will be
a ‘balancer’ to deter war by China and maintain regional peace for the time being.

Keywords: PLA Modernization, Informatized War, Trans-theater Operation, War with
Taiwan
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