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Restraint Factors of the CCP’s
Military Reform in Strengthening
the PLA’s Modern Combat
Capability

Tai-Yung Yang

(Adjunct Assistant professor, Graduate Institute of China Military Affairs Studies,
Fu Hsing Kang College, National Defense University)

Abstract

To build a modern national defense and military force, the
CCP held a "Central Military Commission Reform Work
Conference” in Beijing on November 24, 2015. The conference
carried out reforms of leadership management, joint warfare
command system, scale and structure of military, and it
established the model of "Military Commission management,
theater main battle, and main construction of the service”. CCP
planned to complete the task of system reform before 2020 to
reduce the army’s strength from 2.3 million to 2 million, and to
redesignate the 7 military regions into 5 theaters commands,
thereby improving the organization of joint warfare. Xi Jinping
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promoted the reform of the military system with the goal of
realizing the "Dream of Strong Military." With policy support
and national defense budgets, the establishment and equipment
of the PLA have gradually modernized, and its military strength
has gradually surpassed neighboring countries. The threat to
neighboring countries is increasing, which is harmful for
regional peace and stability.

Keywords: Theater commands, Dream of Strong Military, the

CMC’s joint warfare command system, Airborne
Corps, Unified combatant
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